Over Coming

Carol Tobin

The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not katelaben [understand/
comprebend/overcome] it.

—John 1:1-5!

you, darkness, could not stand
under His coming over
more than that, you fell flat

upended by One not comprehended
whose silver beam streamed

through your tightened fist . . . (you missed!)

you came up empty-handed
while light not apprehended

surged forward undeterred

a Word as it were

undisturbed in a shirt pocket

Were He as a hobbit to clutch for greed or for profit
you, darkness, would have had Him in hand
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1 See various translations of the Greek word katelaben in John 1:5, such as “under-
stood” (AMP), “comprehended” (KJV and NASB 1995), and “overcome” (NRSV and
NIV).
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but lacking a hold

the hand that you played
to your great dismay
became a public display
and He over came

Came overly big and overly bounding
with so much zeal

that the tables keeled over

and teacups went flying

while His tail whipped wildly

He came drenched and dripping
from the waters of Jordan
and shook life all over us

He over came



